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In 2006, Baptist Coelho received his Masters of Arts and was awarded the "Johnsen Prize Fund” from
the Birmingham Institute of Art & Design, UK. During this year, he developed his first solo exhibition
called airfedgelair at the BIAD Gallery, UK. In 2007, Coelho was awarded the "Promising Artist Award”
by ART India Magazine and the Visual Arts Gallery, Delhi, In 2008, he was a Guest Editor of New Media
Art for 1" & Visual Arts Quarterly Mewsletter, which was produced by the Indiz Habitat Centre, Delhi.
Since 2008, the workshop-based, site-specific, mixed-media installation and performance called
PAPER AIRPLANE PROJECT was realized with participating schools in Mumbai, Ladakh, Switzertand
and Thailand

During 2009, works from Coelho's second solo exhibition entitled You can't afford to have emotions out
there.. weare shown in bwo parts, at the Vieual Arts Gallery, Delhi, and at the Project 88, Mumbai. Later
that year, he was Artist-in-Residence at PROGR, Switzerland and created the solo exhibition called
MAFPPINGITHOUGHTS! at the Grand Palais in Bern. Baptist has participated in various group exhibitions
which include: the Devi Art Foundation, Gurgaon; HEART Herning Kunstmuseurn of Contemporary Art,
Denmark and Gwangju Mational Museum, South Korea. Coelhe's videas have been screened worldwide
including: the Mational Art Gallery, Islamabad;, Museo Valenciano de la llustracion y la Modermidad,
Valencia; Focus 09, Basel; UM Climate Conference COP15, Copenhagen and among others: His works
have been reviewad and published in: "Artforum”, New York; "Brut” South Korea; "Art India™; "Times of
India” and other publications. Coelho has also participated in various workshops, panel discussians and
artist talks in the UK and India. In 2010, Baptist will be part of a group exhibition at the Essel Museurn,
Austria. The artist Ly es and works in Mumbai, India
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AIR TRAVEL [South Korea — Gwanagju, 2010]

AIR[TRAVEL] [South Korea — Gwangju, 2010) includes glass botiles sealed with air, leaves and various
objects; along with handwritten notes on paper. The installation draws togather an impartant and
ethereal connection between the inter-relationship of found-objects, location, history and the private
thoughts of the individuals. The artist’s childhood hobby of collecting tangible objects from around the
warld was the inspiration for projects that began in 2004, Since then, the project AIRITRAVEL] has
collaborated with local people from various countries and has been developed to reflect Unigue
lacstions.

The Gwangju Democratization Movement refers to a civil uprising which tock place in the city of
Gwangju, South Karea, on May 18 to May 27, 1980, During this period, citizens rose up against the
military dictatorship and took control of the city, The crisis is often referred to as "5.187, which is in
referenice ta the start of the uprising. To commemorate this event, Bus route No. “518" was created
and navigates through the city making sixty-one stops; some of these stops mark the incidents where
the uprisings occurred.

For AIRITRAVEL! [South Korea — Gwangju, 2010/, the local peopte of Gwanagju, who use the bus route
“No. 518", sealed leaves into bottles and noted a random thought on paper. Oetails such as: name,
date, time location and approximate temperature were also noted. These time capsuies are
suspended fram the ceiling and collectivaly take form of the numerals 518, in Sino Karean, Upon
closer inspection and contemplation, the viewer becomes aware of the connections, similarities and
differences between the randomness of thought, experience and space,

Beneath it all-- | am human-- [200%]

Since April 13, 1984, the endless conflict between India and Pakistan aver the ownership of the
Siachen Glacier has been fought at an altitude of around 18,000 feel, which is the highest battiefield on
earth. Bitter cold temperatures reaching to -60° Celsius make living conditions unbearable for the
seldiers.

Beneath it alf | am human--, explores the notion about what is concealed is often revealed. This
video iltustrates a Siachen soldier’s clothing being systematically and mysteriously remaoved lo reveal
his bare body. The act reminds us that beneath the layers of protective gear there exists the human
form; an inner faver that is vulnerable. The meticulous unzipping and unbuttoning is reminiscent of
the laborious task that each soldier endures daily; in a climate where the brutal weather conditions
are life-threatening, During the process of undressing, details of the soldier’s body are exposed and

this simple act expresses a sense of liberatien from the conflict and his identity as a soldier. These

contrasts are not without peril; as an exposed body would soen perish in the cold,

Beneath it all-- | am human-+, is part of the multi-disciplinary project entitled You can't afford to have
emotions aut thera--, The focus is on the Life of the soldier; not as a machine of war but as a man
coping with the day to day complexities of conflict; a soldier with emotions and vulnerabilities like any
other humnan being.
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