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Baptist Coelho's
latest show is an
attempt to capture
air and emotion from
around the globe
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aptizt Coelho has his
Bhead mm the air agam. In

2009, the Mumbal artizt
had created Faeeily Fownd My
Boom Full Of Tops, a ate-specific
installation of thousands of
folded white paper planes dis-
played to the automated tune of
a usic box, Glossed over by a
wizttul patina, the attworl: was a
nod to childhood aspirations
and dreamns arested 1o fhght, At
Befiveen Here And There, an
exhibition of Ins latest worlks
that began at Project 88 zallery
on 13 August, Coelho goes bacl

to the elements with Ay
(Travel)—an installation com-
prizing bottled air from different
parts of the world,

The exhibition has six other
cormponents, including a five-
channel audio mstallation, a set
of photographs and a wall-
mounted installation made of
ganze, which hartles bacl to Coe-
lho'z 2009 extubition on Siachen,

You Can't Afford To Have Emo-
frons Oud There,

"Afr (Travel) was the starting
point of the exhibibion for me”
Coelho says—he is busy installing
the worls for the show, "T uzed to
collect starnps as a chuld becanse
[ was fascinated by the idea of
holding an object that somemne
in another part of the world had
touched.” As he grew up, Coelho
started looking at air as a
rediurn to express the themes of
"randomness and chance (that)
informn alot of oy practies",

Chance has alzo helped aid
the evolution of A& (Travel) He
recalls meeting an American
sedimnentologist during a charity
dinner o Switzerland, who later

sent him a bottle, And a student
of bus, who brought bacl: a bottle
from Antarctica, "In alot of
places, customs and inmagration
officers would open the bottles,
sspecting drugs and contra-
band were baing smuggled out,”
Coelho says, "Earlier, [ wouldn't
acrept a brolken or opened bot-
fle. but, [ thinl, why not? At least
there 1z a story”

The plastic, glass and tin jars
in Afr (%'muei}—ﬂie artist cromwd-
gsourced 448 of these over 10
years through friends and
acqualntances—come from 96
countries, "from the Antarchic to
the Arctic”, Half of these are on
dizplay at the gallery, These time
capsules contain something
organic from the landscape,
such az a leaf or a handful of zol;
they are marlced with the date,
time and approxmmnate tempera-
ture of the place at the time of
collection; and have a note
handwritten by the oollector,

sorne of the notes are prosalc,
congratulating the artist on hos
endeavour; others give a gZitnpse
into the life of the note-writer:

Une pesto zauce bottle, for
instance, contains a leaf in the
mid-stage of decay. The note
stucle above 1t has been written
by a certain Randall Boach from
Banglial:, Thalland, on 2 Jamaary
2010 at 1.44pm. The tempera-
ture at the firne, Roach records
azziduonasy, was 27 degrees Cel-
siuz, The note reads: "The older
[ zet, the more [ realize that 1
just want to male stuff—paint,
build, fix, transform. It's all 1
realy need.”

The indiwidual joum eys of the
bottles fuel the overarching
themes of the exhubition—geog-
raphy, terrain, and the conflicts
that come with these,

Dther exlobitz, for instance,
gresy out of Coelho's engage-
ment with S1achen. In 2009 too,
the artizst had started with the
1dea of collecting bottles of ar
from Siachen, but ended up
resear ching the hives of soldiers,
officers and mountaineers at
Panammils in Ladalh, the farth est
point where non-military per-
sonnel are allowed,

"The soldiers thought I was

eTazy,’ say: Coelho, "but they alzo
opened up because of it. In the
random thoughts that they wrote
[were some) amazing things.”
These thoughts dowvetail in
Dream Speech, the five-chanmel
andio tracl that supplements an
installabion of sleeping bags 1ep-
resenting four soldiers and an
officer, The audio accompani-
ment unfolds az a dramatized, if

di spersed, conversation between
the fiven a bunler—the hstener
13 called upon to imagine the
flow of the exchange, becausze
you can only hear one person’s
account at a time, from each of
five headphones It s a itle odd,
chiefly because the men spealin
clipped Englizh, clearly reading
aloud from a script. But once
you'te able to get past that, you
hear them cover a fair bit of con-
versational ground: farnily, sex-
ual desire, intitnacy and, finally,
the enn that 13 as enduring a
part of their ives as the wind you
hear i the baclground,

In one of the most dispiriting
mornent: from the tracl, one of
the men says, "In Siachen, we

From Amtancic 1o Arctic
Baptist Coetho has
collected 448 bottles for his
installation Al { Trawel}

just st Another man reads
frorn Rainer Iana Rillke's 1912
prose poern, The Love Avnd Deafh
N Corred Chrisfopher Rilce, The
poern’ s context 1z important: It
was a popular handbools for Ger-
man soldiers during World War
I But even for wiewers unaware
of 1tz history, the testimony 1z a
polgnant corrnent on the end-
less loop of war, Death 13 every-
where, mnost wsble n the empty
sleeping bags that rezemble
shrouds,

The awareness of mortality
and the body s perimeter 1eso-
nate 1n another element of this
exbubition, Affermpds To Coniam,
a geries of 10 cloge-up photo-
graphs of human himbs, evolved
from an earlier wideo in which a
soldier talees off iz umform, "1
started thinling about what
cornes next,” says Coelho, “How
does the body protect 1tself, not
st phyrsically but also mentally?
What if your body wanted to cre-
ate 1tz own fabric?” At first
glance, the images appear to be
of someone trying to protect
hamnzelf from the cold, On clozer
mszpection, the hands and feet
begin to lool like the warp and
weft of a fabric,

aorme of these threads come
undone in the mstallabion The
Bose I, a gauzy homage to Cy
Twombly, The wall-mounted
mnztallablon replicates the Atnen-
can artist’s large dripping rose
paintings. But in a departure
from the flamboyant brush-
strolkes and wvivid colours in
Twombly's pamntings, Coelho's
roze 13 made with white gauze
bandages some of which unroll
and fall to the ground. "1 was
really interested In tran sformung
a flat surfaceinto a three-dimen-
sonal one” says Coelho, MMore
importantly, 1t ties in with hos
explorations in Slachen,

In the region’s Baltl languiage,
sta neans 1ose. Coelho discov-
ered this when he encountered
wild rose bushes at the base of
the camp. "And when [ came
across the paintings of Cy
Tworbly, [ had gooseburmps.”

EBetween Here And There &5 or
I 19 Sepfember, Ilam-Tpm
(Sundays closed), af Project 88
Gallery, BMP Building, NA
Sewant Marg, Colaba, Mumbaz,
The price of worlks ranges from
Bi-g laith,
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